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Was there a conservative Enlightenment? Could a self-proclaimed man of learning and progressive science
also have been an agent of monarchy and reaction? Cadwallader Colden (1688–1776), an educated Scottish
emigrant and powerful colonial politician, was at the forefront of American intellectual culture in the mid-
eighteenth century. While living in rural New York, he recruited family, friends, servants, and slaves into
multiple scientific ventures and built a transatlantic network of contacts and correspondents that included
Benjamin Franklin and Carl Linnaeus. Over several decades, Colden pioneered colonial botany, produced
new theories of animal and human physiology, authored an influential history of the Iroquois, and developed
bold new principles of physics and an engaging explanation of the cause of gravity.

The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden traces the life and ideas of this fascinating and controversial
"gentleman-scholar." John M. Dixon's lively and accessible account explores the overlapping ideological,
social, and political worlds of this earliest of New York intellectuals. Colden and other learned colonials
used intellectual practices to assert their gentility and establish their social and political superiority, but their
elitist claims to cultural authority remained flimsy and open to widespread local derision. Although Colden,
who governed New York as an unpopular Crown loyalist during the imperial crises of the 1760s and 1770s,
was brutally lampooned by the New York press, his scientific work, which was published in Europe, raised
the international profile of American intellectualism.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden: Empire, Science, and
Intellectual Culture in British New York. Try to make the book The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden:
Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture in British New York as your friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

John Dearman:

The event that you get from The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden: Empire, Science, and Intellectual
Culture in British New York is the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The
Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden: Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture in British New York giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Enlightenment of Cadwallader
Colden: Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture in British New York instantly.

Lawrence Elam:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be exactly
added. This reserve The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden: Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture in
British New York was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden:
Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture in British New York was vibrant and of course has pictures around.
As we know that book The Enlightenment of Cadwallader Colden: Empire, Science, and Intellectual Culture
in British New York has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of



book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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