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Critical edition of three women’s oral slave narratives.

Speaking Lives, Authoring Textsisacritical collection of three women’s oral slave narratives, Louisa
Picquet, the Octoroon: A Tale of Southern Save Life (1861), The Sory of Mattie J. Jackson (1866), and
Sylvia Dubois, A Biography of The Save Who Whipped Her Mistress and Gained Her Freedom (1883), that
have received little scholarly attention owing both to the oral nature of the texts and the circumstances of
their publication and republication. Taken together, these narratives display African American women’s
discursive practices that subvert oppression, assert agency, and create representations of the past that counter
dominant narratives of both slavery and American culture. This volume ensures that twenty-first-century
readers “hear” these voicesto not only gain historical knowledge, but also to understand the dynamics of
literacy and self-representation, and to locate oral narratives in the spectrum and tradition of African
American literary production.

“These three ora life narratives of ex-dlave women, originally spoken through a second-person interviewer,
will interest all readers ... The book is awelcome addition for the fields of oral history, women'’s studies,
African American studies, and US history and culture.” — CHOICE

“This book provides an important chronology of nineteenth-century women'’slife. It organizes and
summarizes awealth of historical materials, offering scholars and other readers an unprecedented and rich
resource.” — Joycelyn Moody, author of Sentimental Confessions: Spiritual Narratives of Nineteenth-
Century African American Women
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From reader reviews:
Sally Oneal:

The book Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at abook Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives
for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like open up and
read a book Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives.
Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Kathleen Elder:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three
African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still desire to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Helen Jackson:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fithess of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave
Narratives this guide consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explainit is
easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all
of you.

Tammy Kovar:

With this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust ssimple strategy to have that. What you must do
isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list will be Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African



American Women's Oral Slave Narratives. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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