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“Life in what the newspapers call ‘the Dust Bowl’ is becoming a gritty nightmare,” Ann Marie Low wrote in
1934. Her diary vividly captures that “gritty nightmare” as it was lived by one rural family—and by millions
of other Americans.
 
The books opens in 1927—“the last of the good years”—when Ann Marie is a teenager living with her
parents, brother, and sister on a stock farm in southeastern North Dakota. We follow her family and friends,
descendants of homesteaders, through the next ten years—a time of searing summer heat and desiccated
fields, dying livestock, dust to the tops of fence posts and prices at rock bottom—a time when whole
communities lost their homes and livelihoods to mortgages and, hardest of all, to government recovery
programs. We also see the coming to maturity of the author in the face of economic hardship, frustrating
family circumstances, and the stifling restrictions that society then placed on young women.
 
Ann Marie Low’s diary, supplemented with reminiscences, offers a rich, circumstantial view of rural life a
half century ago: planting and threshing before the prevalence of gasoline-powered engines, washing with
rain water and ironing with sadirons, hauling coal on sleds over snow-clogged roads, going to end-of-school
picnics and country dances, and hoarding the egg and cream money for college. Here, too, is an iconoclastic
on-the-scene account of how a federal work project, the construction of a wildlife refuge, actually operated.
 
Many readers will recognize parts of their own past in Ann Marie Low’s story; for others it will serve as a
compelling record of the Dust Bowl experience.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Crow:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Dust Bowl Diary. Try to make the book Dust Bowl Diary
as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Guadalupe Eggleston:

This Dust Bowl Diary are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Dust Bowl Diary can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Dust Bowl Diary forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kathleen Dominguez:

Typically the book Dust Bowl Diary will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to
you. The book Dust Bowl Diary is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Earl Quintana:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Dust Bowl Diary is simple to bring you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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