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Ben Shahn (1898-1969) has long been renowned for his Social Realist paintings of Depression-era America.
Equally striking, however, are Shahn's extraordinary later works, which reveal a more introspective style as
well as the evolution of a new allegorical and mythical pictorial language. This book combines beautiful
reproductions of Shahn's art with essays by leading experts on his life and career to present a groundbreaking
survey of his powerful and engaging mature style. The volume is published in conjunction with a major
traveling exhibition organized by The Jewish Museum, New York, to commemorate the centenary of Shahn's
birth. The book contains more than one hundred illustrations, including thirty-two in color.

Susan Chevlowe opens the book by situating Shahn's art in the context of his long and remarkable career.
She explains how Shahn became disillusioned with partisan ideologies of the 1930s, moving away in the
1940s and 1950s from critiques of specific social issues to explore universal human concerns and subjective
experiences, including his own childhood memories. She also explores the increasing use of allegory, myth,
and biblical imagery in Shahn's later work. Diana L. Linden examines the central importance of Shahn's
secular Jewish identity in shaping his artistic responses to social and political issues, immigration, and war in
murals created in the New Deal era. Stephen Polcari places Shahn in the context of his artistic
contemporaries, showing how artists who worked in radically different styles--Regionalists, Expressionists,
and Abstract Expressionists--were similarly engaged in a tense reexamination of the fate of humanity in the
postwar period. Frances K. Pohl focuses on three of Shahn's most important paintings: Allegory (1948),
Second Allegory (1953), and Third Allegory (1955). She argues that these works represent Shahn's search for
a new symbolic language to express the personal and political upheavals of the post-Holocaust era marked
by atomic weapons and the Cold War. The book also includes an illustrated chronology of Shahn's career,
compiled by Howard Greenfeld, author of a major new biography of the artist.

This beautifully illustrated book will stimulate new critical and popular interest not only in the compelling
late works but also in the entire career of a major American artist.
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From reader reviews:

Consuelo Collier:

Here thing why this kind of Common Man, Mythic Vision: The Paintings of Ben Shahn are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Common Man, Mythic Vision: The Paintings of Ben Shahn
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
publication that similar with Common Man, Mythic Vision: The Paintings of Ben Shahn. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Common Man, Mythic Vision: The Paintings of Ben Shahn in e-book can be your alternative.

Jackie Gonzalez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to
fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Common Man, Mythic Vision: The Paintings
of Ben Shahn can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

India Oakley:

The particular book Common Man, Mythic Vision: The Paintings of Ben Shahn has a lot associated with on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after reading this article book.

Ethel Orr:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Common Man, Mythic Vision: The Paintings of Ben Shahn can make you
feel more interested to read.
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