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Éamon de Valera embodies Irish independence much as de Gaulle personifies French resistance and
Churchill exemplifies British resolve. Ronan Fanning offers a reappraisal of the man who remains the most
famous, and most divisive, political figure in modern Irish history, reconciling de Valera’s shortcomings
with a recognition of his achievement as the statesman who single-handedly severed Ireland’s last ties to
England.

Born in New York in 1882, de Valera was sent away to be raised by his mother’s family in Ireland, where a
solitary upbringing forged the extraordinary self-sufficiency that became his hallmark. Conservative in his
youth, he changed his name from Edward to Éamon when he became a member of the Gaelic League, the
Irish language revival movement, in 1908. Five years later, he joined the Irish Volunteers, a nationalist
military organization, and participated in the 1916 Easter Rising. Escaping execution afterward, he used his
prestige as the senior surviving rebel officer to become the leader of Ireland’s revolutionary nationalists. But
the iron will that was usually his strength became a fateful weakness when he stubbornly rejected the Anglo-
Irish Treaty, sparking the Irish Civil War of 1922–1923.

De Valera’s vision for Ireland was blinkered: he had little interest in social and economic progress. But
without him, Ireland might never have achieved independence. The nation was spared decades of
unproductive debate on the pros and cons of remaining tied to Britain, and by 1973 it had enough self-
confidence to surrender some of its sovereignty by joining the European Community.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Éamon de Valera: A Will to Power is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Jimmy Borrelli:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you understand it as
your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take Éamon de Valera: A Will to Power as your daily resource information.

Edris Sibert:

The actual book Éamon de Valera: A Will to Power has a lot of information on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Valerie Beauchamp:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Éamon de Valera: A Will to
Power which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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