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The great architectural significance of Albemarle County and Charlottesville, Virginia, rests, not
surprisingly, on the continuing influence of Thomas Jefferson. Not only did Jefferson design the State
Capitol in Richmond, his home Monticello, his country retreat Poplar Forest, and the University of Virginia;
after his death, master builders continued to construct important examples of Jeffersonian classicism in
Albemarle County and beyond.

But what is less well known are the many important examples of other architectural idioms built in this
Piedmont Virginia county, many by nationally renowned architects. At the turn of the twentieth century, the
renewed interest of wealthy clients in eclectic architectural styles attracted some of the finest Beaux Arts
architects in the country to the Charlottesville area. Grand new buildings complemented and competed with
the Jeffersonian models of a hundred years earlier. In addition, throughout its history Albemarle County has
seen construction of a great variety of public architectural landmarks: mills and churches, movie theaters and
hospitals, gas stations and taverns.

For many years K. Edward Lay has been teaching, guiding tours of, and writing about this rich architectural
legacy. Here at last is his definitive treatment of a topic that has been his life's work, presented in an
elegantly illustrated volume. Following a general introduction by John S. Salmon, Lay divides his book into
six chronological chapters: "The Georgian Period," "Thomas Jefferson and His Builders," "The Roman
Revival (1800-1830)," "The Greek Revival (1830-1860)," "Beyond the Classical Revival," and "The Eclectic
Era (1890-1939)." He discusses over 800 buildings, from a Sears house to grand estates, the Abell-Gleason
house and the Albemarle County Jail to Wavertree Hall and Zion Baptist Church, with 26 color photographs
and 369 black-and-white illustrations complementing his text. A final chapter discusses the University of
Virginia. Maps of the area allow readers and visitors to trace the locations of individual buildings and to
recognize trends of settlement and construction in the area.

As an elegant giftbook or reference, The Architecture of Jefferson Country gives architects, historians,
visitors, and residents an unprecedented view of the wealth of buildings in Charlottesville and Albemarle
County.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

The actual book The Architecture of Jefferson Country: Charlottesville and Albemarle County, Virginia has
a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Karolyn Kaufman:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more time
to be learn. The Architecture of Jefferson Country: Charlottesville and Albemarle County, Virginia can be
your answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Luann Bowen:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Architecture of Jefferson Country:
Charlottesville and Albemarle County, Virginia or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Architecture of Jefferson Country: Charlottesville and
Albemarle County, Virginia to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Richard Harden:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Architecture of
Jefferson Country: Charlottesville and Albemarle County, Virginia.
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