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Traditionally, literature on the civil rights movement has highlighted the leadership of ministerial men and
young black revolutionaries like the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., Stokely Carmichael, and Malcolm X.
Though recent studies have begun to explore female participation in the struggle for racial justice, women
have generally been relegated to the margins of civil rights history. In Our Minds on Freedom, Shannon
Frystak explores the organizational and leadership roles female civil rights activists in Louisiana assumed
from the 1920s to the 1960s, highlighting a diverse group of courageous women who fought alongside their
brothers and fathers, uncles and cousins, to achieve a more racially just Louisiana.

From the Depression through World War II and the postwar years, Frystak shows, black women joined and
led local unions and civil rights organizations, agitating for voting rights and equal treatment in the public
arena, in employment, and in admission to Louisiana's institutions of higher learning. At the same time,
black women and white women began to find common ground in organizations such as the YWCA, the
NAACP, and the National Urban League. Frystak explores how women of both races worked together to
organize the 1953 Baton Rouge bus boycott, which served as inspiration for the more famous Montgomery
bus boycott two years later;in the day-to-day struggle to alter the system of unequal education throughout the
state; and in the fight to integrate New Orleans schools after the 1954 Brown decision.

In the early 1960s, a new generation of female activists joined their older female counterparts to work with
organizations such as the NAACP, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), and a number of local
grassroots civil rights organizations. Frystak vividly describes the very real dangers they faced canvassing
for voter registration in Louisiana's rural areas, teaching in Freedom Schools, and hosting out-of-town civil
rights workers in their homes.

As Frystak shows, the civil rights movement allowed women to step out of their socially prescribed roles as
wives, mothers, and daughters and become significant actors, indeed leaders, in a social movement structure
largely dominated by men. Our Minds on Freedom is a welcome addition to the literature of the civil rights
movement and will intrigue those interested in African American history, women's history, Louisiana, or the
U.S. South.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

This Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967 are
usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Our
Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967 can be one of
several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Our Minds on
Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967 giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gregory Howard:

The e-book with title Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana,
1924-1967 has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Paige Robinson:

This Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967 is new
way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not
any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

April Baker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.



A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Our Minds
on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967.
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