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Samuel J. Wagstaff Jr. (1921–1987) amassed an extraordinary collection of 26,000 photographs between
1973 and 1984, recognizing that photography was an undervalued art form on which he might have a
profound impact as a collector. He was mainly attracted to photographs that stimulated his imagination, and
his taste ran toward the idiosyncratic—images that surprised him chiefly because he had never seen them
before.
 
In choosing the 147 works reproduced in this volume, Paul Martineau selected masterpieces as well as
images from obscure sources: daguerreotypes, cartes-de-visite, and stereographs, plus mug shots, medical
photographs, and works by unknown makers. The latter category contains some of the most outstanding
objects in the collection, demonstrating Wagstaff’s willingness to position unfamiliar images alongside
works by established masters as well as underrepresented contemporary artists of the time, including Jo Ann
Callis, William Garnett, and Edmund Teske.
 
This book is published to accompany an eponymous exhibition on view at the J. Paul Getty Museum from
March 15 to July 31, 2016; at the Wadsworth Atheneum in Hartford, CT, from September 10 to December
11, 2016; and at the Portland Museum of Art in Portland, ME, from February 1 to April 30, 2017.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Thrill of the Chase: The Wagstaff
Collection of Photographs at the J. Paul Getty Museum book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Mary Mohammad:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Thrill of the Chase: The Wagstaff Collection of Photographs at the J. Paul Getty Museum, you
can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a guide.

Michael Walsh:

The Thrill of the Chase: The Wagstaff Collection of Photographs at the J. Paul Getty Museum can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing The Thrill of the Chase: The Wagstaff Collection of Photographs at the J.
Paul Getty Museum yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Diana Johnson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. The Thrill of the Chase: The Wagstaff Collection of Photographs at the J. Paul Getty Museum can
be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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