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Don’t think that your wife has placed waste-paper baskets in the rooms as ornaments.
 
Don’t forget that very true remark that while face powder may catch a man, baking powder is the stuff to
hold him.
 
Marriage can be a series of humorous miscommunications, a power struggle, or a diplomatic nightmare. Men
and women have long struggled to figure each other out—and the misunderstandings can continue well after
they’ve been joined in matrimony. But long before Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus, couples
turned to self-help booklets such as How to Be a GoodHusband and How to Be a Good Wife, two historic
advice books that are now delightfully reproduced by the Bodleian Library.

The books, originally published in the 1930s for middle-class British couples, are filled with witty and
charming aphorisms on how wives and husbands should treat each other. Some advice is unquestionably
outdated—“It is a wife’s duty to look her best. If you don’t tidy yourself up, don’t be surprised if your
husband begins to compare you unfavorably with the typist at the office”—but many other pieces of advice
are wholly applicable today. They include such insightful sayings as: “Don’t tell your wife terminological
inexactitudes, which are, in plain English, lies. A woman has wonderful intuition for spotting even minor
departures from the truth”; “After all is said and done, husbands are not terribly difficult to manage”; or
“Don’t squeeze the tube of toothpaste from the top instead of from the bottom. This is one of the small things
of life that always irritates a careful wife.”

Entertaining and charmingly illustrated, How to Be a Good Husband and How to Be a Good Wife offer
enduringly useful advice for all couples, from the newly engaged to those celebrating their golden
anniversary.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled How to
Be a Good Wife? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Randy Johnson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The How to Be a Good Wife is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Tyler Dean:

The publication with title How to Be a Good Wife posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Eva Lynch:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a e-book. The book How to Be a Good Wife it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.
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