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The Civil War influenced virtually every aspect of children's lives, and in turn they eagerly incorporated the
experience of war into their daily assumptions and activities. In this new contribution to the American
Childhoods series, James A. Marten places the experiences of children living in the North during the Civil
War into the larger contexts of economic, political, and cultural developments during the nineteenth century.
On the home front, children became almost full-fledged members of their communities in their support of the
war effort. They left school to replace absent men on farms and in factories, helped raise funds for hospitals
and other soldiers' causes, and volunteered to knit socks, pick lint, and perform other necessary duties. Even
as families were torn apart by the war, Mr. Marten notes, family ties grew stronger as Union soldiers filled
their letters with love and advice for their children. He shows how the war brought writers for children to
challenge the pacifism reflected in antebellum literature and instead to promote controversial political
viewpoints such as abolitionism and to support the Union's military action. Indeed, Northern children's lives
were militarized as never before, from the toys and games and stories that were overwhelmed by images of
warfare and pro-Union ideals to actual military service by under-age soldiers and drummer boys. Both
heroes and casualties, drummer boys in fact became potent symbols of the Northern war effort and the
subject of countless poems and articles, at least temporarily altering perceptions of proper roles for children
and youth in American society. As adults looking back, Northern children saw the war as a great adventure
or a turning point in their lives. Some mourned lost fathers or relatives; others mourned lost childhoods.
Children for the Union opens a new window on the impact of the war and shows that the youngest
Americans were inevitable and enthusiastic participants in the nation's worst crisis. Abundantly illustrated.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Morris:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Children for the Union: The
War Spirit on the Northern Home Front (American Childhoods Series). All type of book could you see on
many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Rhonda Kirby:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They
need to answer that question since just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need that Children for the
Union: The War Spirit on the Northern Home Front (American Childhoods Series) to read.

Tabitha Devore:

The knowledge that you get from Children for the Union: The War Spirit on the Northern Home Front
(American Childhoods Series) is the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more
you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Children for the Union:
The War Spirit on the Northern Home Front (American Childhoods Series) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read
this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Children for the Union: The War Spirit
on the Northern Home Front (American Childhoods Series) instantly.

Sylvia Alexander:

Children for the Union: The War Spirit on the Northern Home Front (American Childhoods Series) can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Children for the Union: The War Spirit on the Northern Home Front
(American Childhoods Series) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you



into new stage of crucial pondering.
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