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Seventy-year-old F.X. Toole has exploded onto the literary scene with this astonishing first collection of
stories drawn from his own experiences in boxing. In these powerful and moving tales, he reveals a complex
web of athletes, trainers, and promoters and their extended families, all players in an unforgiving business
where victory, like defeat, comes at a dark and painful price.

F. X. Toole breathes life into vivid, compelling characters who radiate the fierce intensity of the worlds they
inhabit. In "The Monkey Look," an aging cut man with an incorrigible sweet tooth works the corner for
Hoolie, a featherweight "bleeder" with attitude. "Black Jew" brings Reggie Valentine Love and his camp to a
brutal elimination bout in Atlantic City, where they are treated like second-class citizens by a promoter. In
"Million $$$ Baby," seasoned trainer Frankie Dunn faces the most daunting challenge of his life when he
agrees to aid the fearless Maggie Fitzgerald in her quest to become a champion boxer. "Fightin' in Philly"
and "Frozen Water" are stories in which youthful dreams of glory and celebrity are threatened by the harsh
realities that suffuse both of these narratives. The novella "Rope Burns" is the crowning achievement of the
collection, offering a gritty, heartrending account of the indestructible bond that develops between a devoted
fighter and his trainer.

In Rope Burns F.X. bole exhibits the skill of a miniaturist: in precise and exquisite detail, he peoples a world
rich in unforgettable characters, like Señora Cabrera, the owner of the Acapulco café, who makes low-fat
refried beans to keep a local fighter in top form, and an anonymous museum guard with a soft spot for
Michelangelo. Toole's faithful dialogue crackles and bites, and the flawed characters he creates cannot help
but remind us of our own too fragile humanity. He brings a new understanding to the violence and purity of
the sweet science and the world it engenders, opening a window into the fighter's soul that can never he
closed.
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From reader reviews:

John Bennett:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this ROPE BURNS: Stories from the Corner.

Andrea Quirk:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this ROPE BURNS: Stories from the Corner.

Bessie Scudder:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This ROPE BURNS: Stories from the Corner is
simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Morris Sampson:

This ROPE BURNS: Stories from the Corner is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this ROPE BURNS: Stories from
the Corner can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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