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For centuries arsenic’s image as a poison has been inextricably tied to images of foul play. In King of
Poisons, John Parascandola examines the surprising history of this deadly element. From Gustave Flaubert to
Dorothy Sayers, arsenic has long held a place in the literary realm as an instrument of murder and suicide. It
was delightfully used as a source of comedy in the famous play Arsenic and Old Lace. But as Parascandola
shows, arsenic has had a number of surprising real-world applications. It was frequently found in such
common items as wallpaper, paint, cosmetics, and even candy, and its use in medical treatments was
widespread. American ambassador Clare Boothe Luce suffered from exposure to arsenical paint in her study,
and Napoleon’s death has long been speculated to be the result of accidental or intentional poisoning. But
arsenic poisoning is still a public menace. In the neighborhood around American University in Washington,
D.C., the army has undertaken a massive cleanup of artillery shells and bottles containing chemical warfare
agents such as arsenical lewisite after a number of workmen and residents became ill. Arsenic contamination
of the water supply in Bangladesh and in West Bengal, India, is a major public health problem today. From
murder to crime fiction, from industrial toxin to chemical warfare, arsenic remains a powerful force in
modern life.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Crow:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this King of Poisons: A History
of Arsenic book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kelly Livingston:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title King of
Poisons: A History of Arsenic suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
Often the book untitled King of Poisons: A History of Arsenicis the main one of several books that everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Sondra Spencer:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be King of Poisons: A History of Arsenic why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Irma Murray:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book King of Poisons: A History of
Arsenic to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a
book and read it. Beside that the book King of Poisons: A History of Arsenic can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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