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It was common knowledge in early modern England that sexual desire was malleable, and could be increased
or decreased by a range of foods - including artichokes, oysters and parsnips. This book argues that these
aphrodisiacs wereused not simply for sexual pleasure, but, more importantly, to enhance fertility and
reproductive success; and that at that time sexual desire and pleasure were felt to be far more intimately
connected to conception and fertilitythan is the case today. It draws on a range of sources to show how, from
the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, aphrodisiacs were recommended for the treatment of infertility, and
how men and women utilised them to regulate their fertility. Via themes such as gender, witchcraft and
domestic medical practice, it shows that aphrodisiacs were more than just sexual curiosities - they were
medicines which operated in a number of different ways unfamiliar now, and their use illuminates popular
understandings of sex and reproduction in this period.
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From reader reviews:

Martha McKee:

This Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical Society Studies in
History New Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Aphrodisiacs,
Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series)
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical Society
Studies in History New Series) can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Aphrodisiacs,
Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series)
having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Mark Garcia:

This book untitled Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical Society
Studies in History New Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or
you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this e-book from your list.

Betty Jordan:

Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical Society Studies in History
New Series) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical
Society Studies in History New Series) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Rodolfo Born:

This Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical Society Studies in
History New Series) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the



idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and
Medicine in Early Modern England (Royal Historical Society Studies in History New Series) in your hand
like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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