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Richard Wagner's devotees have ranged from the subtlest minds (Proust) to the most brutal (Hitler). The
enduring fascination with his works arises not only from his singular fusion of musical innovation and
theatrical daring, but also from his largely overlooked engagement with the boldest investigations of modern
philosophy. In this radically clarifying book, Bryan Magee traces Wagner's intellectual quests, from his
youthful embrace of revolutionary socialism to the near-Buddhist resignation of his final years. Magee shows
how abstract thought can permeate music and stimulate creations of great power and beauty. And he
unflinchingly confronts the Wagner whose paranoia, egocentricity, and anti-Semitism are as repugnant as his
achievements are glorious.

At once a biography of the composer, an overview of his times, and an exploration of the intellectual and
technical aspects of music, Magee's lucid study offers the best explanation of W. H. Auden's judgment that
Wagner, for all his notoriety, was "perhaps the greatest genius that ever lived."
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

The book The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The Tristan Chord:
Wagner and Philosophy being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
publication The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Daniel Gordon:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy.
All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Annetta Doucette:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Tristan Chord: Wagner and Philosophy why because the great
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Diana Slama:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Tristan Chord: Wagner and
Philosophy is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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