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During its brief existence Wikipedia has proved astonishingly successful. Its 2.8 million articles (in English
alone) are available freely to all with access to the internet. The on-line encyclopaedia can be seen as the 21st
century's version of earlier historical attempts to gather the world's knowledge into one place. This unique
book first offers a description of some of these earlier attempts. The author discusses five historical groups or
communities of practice, all of which had similar ambitions to Wikipedia to make an impact on the society of
their time through the dissemination of information. The second part is an analysis of Wikipedia itself, and
the third part contains suggestions about how to approach it, how to contribute to it and what one might gain
from it. Writing in an accessible style the author takes a socio-historical approach and argues that by looking
at communities of practice in the past we can come to understand the radical, even political, nature of
Wikipedia. The book will have a broad appeal to anyone interested in the development of this unique project,
including information management professionals but also historians, sociologists, educators and students.
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From reader reviews:

Shelia Lopez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Wikipedia can be good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Todd James:

The book untitled Wikipedia contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you
can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period
of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Kathryn Kern:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Wikipedia can give you a lot of pals because by
you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate?
We should have Wikipedia.

Marcia Ogburn:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Wikipedia to make your personal reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy
book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Wikipedia can
to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of these time.
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