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In The Shadow of the Past, Gregory D. Miller examines the role that reputation plays in international
politics, emphasizing the importance of reliability-confidence that, based on past political actions, a country
will make good on its promises-in the formation of military alliances. Challenging recent scholarship that
focuses on the importance of credibility-a state's reputation for following through on its threats-Miller finds
that reliable states have much greater freedom in forming alliances than those that invest resources in
building military force but then use it inconsistently.

To explore the formation and maintenance of alliances based on reputation, Miller draws on insights from
both political science and business theory to track the evolution of great power relations before the First
World War. He starts with the British decision to abandon "splendid isolation" in 1900 and examines three
crises--the First Moroccan Crisis (1905-6), the Bosnia-Herzegovina Crisis (1908-9), and the Agadir Crisis
(1911)-leading up to the war. He determines that states with a reputation for being a reliable ally have an
easier time finding other reliable allies, and have greater autonomy within their alliances, than do states with
a reputation for unreliability. Further, a history of reliability carries long-term benefits, as states tend not to
lose allies even when their reputation declines.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare time to
try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can do this. It
said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this kind of The Shadow of the Past: Reputation and Military Alliances Before
the First World War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) to read.

Jerold Richards:

The e-book with title The Shadow of the Past: Reputation and Military Alliances Before the First World War
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Charlotte Ramsey:

The Shadow of the Past: Reputation and Military Alliances Before the First World War (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing The Shadow of the Past: Reputation and
Military Alliances Before the First World War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) nevertheless doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can
be one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Ricardo Hempel:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. The Shadow of the Past: Reputation and Military Alliances Before the First World War
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those
short spare time problems.
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