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The Ballad of Reading Gaol is a poem by Oscar Wilde, written in exile either in Berneval-le-Grand or in
Dieppe, France, after his release from Reading Gaol in 1897. Wilde had been incarcerated in Reading after
being convicted of homosexual offences in 1895. During his imprisonment, a hanging took place. Charles
Thomas Wooldridge had been a trooper in the Royal Horse Guards. He was convicted of cutting the throat of
his wife, Laura Ellen. He was aged 30 when executed. Wilde spent mid-1897 with Robert Ross in Berneval-
le-Grand, where he wrote The Ballad of Reading Gaol. The poem narrates the execution of Wooldridge. No
attempt is made to assess the justice of the laws which convicted them, but rather the poem highlights the
brutalisation of the punishment that all convicts share. The poem consists of 109 stanzas of 6 lines. A version
with only 63 of the stanzas, and allegedly based on the original draft, was included in the posthumous
editions of Wilde's poetry edited by Robert Ross, "for the benefit of reciters and their audiences who have
found the entire poem too long for declamation." Both versions are included here.
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From reader reviews:

Charles English:

The book The Ballad of Reading Gaol gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Ballad of Reading Gaol
to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve The
Ballad of Reading Gaol. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Janice Oconnell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Ballad of
Reading Gaol is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

James Brown:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book The Ballad of Reading Gaol it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Lee Wing:

Precisely why? Because this The Ballad of Reading Gaol is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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