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During the Civil War, Americans from homefront to battlefront played baseball as never before. While
soldiers daughtered each other over the country's fate, players and fans struggled over the form of the
national pastime. George Kirsch gives us a color commentary of the growth and transformation of baseball
during the Civil War. He shows that the game was a vital part of the lives of many a soldier and civilian--and
that baseball's popul arity had everything to do with surging American nationalism.

By 1860, baseball was poised to emerge as the American sport. Clubs in northeastern and afew southern
cities played various forms of the game. Newspapers published statistics, and governing bodies set rules. But
the Civil War years proved crucial in securing the game's place in the American heart. Soldiers with batsin
their rucksacks spread baseball to training camps, war prisons, and even front lines. As nationalist fervor
heightened, baseball became patriotic. Fans honored it with the title of national pastime. War metaphors
were commonplace in sports reporting, and charity games were scheduled. Decades later, Union general
Abner Doubleday would be credited (wrongly) with baseball's invention. The Civil War period also saw key
developmentsin the sport itself, including the spread of the New Y ork-style of play, the advent of revised
pitching rules, and the growth of commercialism.

Kirsch recounts vivid stories of great players and describes soldiers playing ball to relieve boredom. He
introduces entrepreneurs who preached the gospel of baseball, boosted female attendance, and found new
ways to make money. We witness hitterly contested championships that enthralled whole cities. We watch
African Americans embracing baseball despite official exclusion. And we see legends spring from the pens
of early sportswriters.

Rich with anecdotes and surprising facts, this narrative of baseball's coming-of-age reveal s the remarkable
extent to which America’s national pastime is bound up with the country's defining event.
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From reader reviews:
Debra Richardson:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Baseball in Blue and Gray: The National
Pastime during the Civil War. All type of book could you see on many options. Y ou can look for the internet
sources or other social media

William Tietjen:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Baseball in Blue and
Gray: The National Pastime during the Civil War is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Roy Hanson:

Beside thiskind of Baseball in Blue and Gray: The National Pastime during the Civil War in your phone, it
could possibly give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you fedl like an previous people
livein narrow town. It is good thing to have Baseball in Blue and Gray: The National Pastime during the
Civil War because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do
not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book aswell asread it from today!

Claudia Butler:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to
thelibrary. They go to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is
very important in your case. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Baseball in Blue and Gray: The National Pastime
during the Civil War can make you sense more interested to read.
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