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In proposing a comprehensive network theory that cuts across the range of social sciences, Harrison White
rejects conventional hierarchical models and focuses instead on efforts of control in a social structure
described as a tangle of locked-in practices. He argues that the widely held conceptions of person and goal
grounded in traditional political economy do not provide a basis for social theory that is either coherent or
consistent with current developments in psychology and anthropology. White replaces person with identity,
which, in a distinctively human sense, emerges from frictions and social noise across different levels and
disciplines in networks. Likewise he reshapes the notion of goals, maintaining that they merely inhabit sets
of stories used to explain agency, and that action itself comes through selective strategies to break through
formal organization. As his main empirical basis, White uses case studies covering a wide range of topics,
including tribal religions, changing rhetorics of industrial administration and the premodern Church,
practices of State-building, and change of style in popular music. His analyses draw from English social
anthropology, natural science, French rhetorics, mathematics, German industrial history, control engineering,
and American pragmatism.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Martinez:

The experience that you get from Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action could be the
more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social
Action giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action instantly.

Ann Yoho:

The book with title Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action contains a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Smith:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action why because the great
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Angela Bauer:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action can give
you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Identity and Control: A Structural Theory of Social Action.
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