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This engaging book spans three centuries to provide the first full account of the long and diverse history of
geniusin France. Exploring a wide range of examples from literature, philosophy, and history, aswell as
medicine, psychology, and journalism, Ann Jefferson examines the ways in which the idea of genius has
been ceaselesdly reflected on and redefined through its usesin these different contexts. She tracesits varying
fortunes through the madness and imposture with which genius is often associated, and through the
observations of those who determine its presence in others.

Jefferson considers the modern beginnings of genius in eighteenth-century aesthetics and the works of
philosophes such as Diderot. She then investigates the nineteenth-century notion of national and collective
genius, the self-appointed role of Romantic poets as misunderstood geniuses, the recurrent obsession with
failed geniusin the realist novels of writers like Balzac and Zola, the contested category of female genius,
and the medical literature that viewed genius as aform of pathology. She shows how twentieth-century
views of genius narrowed through its association with 1Q and child prodigies, and she discusses the different
ways major theorists--including Sartre, Barthes, Derrida, and Kristeva--have repudiated and subsequently
revived the concept.

Richin narrative detail, Geniusin France brings a fresh approach to French intellectual and cultural history,
and to the burgeoning field of genius studies.
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From reader reviews:
Andre Roberts:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They haveto
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Geniusin
France: An Ideaand Its Usesto read.

Sheri Reagan:

The book Geniusin France: An Ideaand Its Useswill bring you to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to explain theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Geniusin France: An Idea and Its Uses is much recommended to you to learn.
Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Gayle Meek:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Geniusin France: An Ideaand Its Uses guide
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who €else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Geniusin France: An Idea and Its Uses as good book but not
only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one book that can break don't assess book by its deal

with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Glen Bass:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Geniusin France: An Ideaand Its
Uses which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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