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For almost a century, Americans have been losing their hearts and losing their minds in an insatiable love
affair with the American musical. It often begins in childhood in a darkened theater, grows into something
more serious for high school actors, and reaches its passionate zenith when it comes time for love, marriage,
and children, who will start the cycle all over again. Americans love musicals. Americans invented musicals.
Americans perfected musicals. But what, exactly, is a musical?

In The Secret Life of the American Musical, Jack Viertel takes them apart, puts them back together, sings
their praises, marvels at their unflagging inventiveness, and occasionally despairs over their more
embarrassing shortcomings. In the process, he invites us to fall in love all over again by showing us how
musicals happen, what makes them work, how they captivate audiences, and how one landmark show leads
to the next?by design or by accident, by emulation or by rebellion?from Oklahoma! to Hamilton and onward.

Structured like a musical, The Secret Life of the American Musical begins with an overture and concludes
with a curtain call, with stops in between for “I Want” songs, “conditional” love songs, production numbers,
star turns, and finales. The ultimate insider, Viertel has spent three decades on Broadway, working on dozens
of shows old and new as a conceiver, producer, dramaturg, and general creative force; he has his own unique
way of looking at the process and at the people who collaborate to make musicals a reality. He shows us
patterns in the architecture of classic shows and charts the inevitable evolution that has taken place in
musical theater as America itself has evolved socially and politically.

The Secret Life of the American Musical makes you feel as though you’ve been there in the rehearsal room,
in the front row of the theater, and in the working offices of theater owners and producers as they pursue
their own love affair with that rare and elusive beast?the Broadway hit.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Ward:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Secret Life of the American Musical: How Broadway Shows Are Built the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The The Secret Life of the American Musical: How
Broadway Shows Are Built giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jessica Hodgkins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Secret Life of the American Musical:
How Broadway Shows Are Built guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The
Secret Life of the American Musical: How Broadway Shows Are Built as good book but not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Joe Lowe:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Secret Life of the American Musical: How Broadway Shows Are Built. Contain
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other
place.

Patricia French:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Secret Life of the American Musical:
How Broadway Shows Are Built to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Secret Life of the American Musical: How



Broadway Shows Are Built can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of that time.
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