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Reprint of the second revised and enlarged edition, a complete revision of the first edition published in 1934.
A landmark in the development of modern jurisprudence, the pure theory of law defines law as a system of
coercive norms created by the state that rests on the validity of a generally accepted Grundnorm, or basic
norm, such as the supremacy of the Constitution. Entirely self-supporting, it rejects any concept derived from
metaphysics, politics, ethics, sociology, or the natural sciences. Beginning with the medieval reception of
Roman law, traditional jurisprudence has maintained a dual system of "subjective" law (the rights of a
person) and "objective" law (the system of norms). Throughout history this dualism has been a useful tool
for putting the law in the service of politics, especially by rulers or dominant political parties. The pure
theory of law destroys this dualism by replacing it with a unitary system of objective positive law that is
insulated from political manipulation. Possibly the most influential jurisprudent of the twentieth century,
Hans Kelsen [1881-1973] was legal adviser to Austria's last emperor and its first republican government, the
founder and permanent advisor of the Supreme Constitutional Court of Austria, and the author of Austria's
Constitution, which was enacted in 1920, abolished during the Anschluss, and restored in 1945. The author
of more than forty books on law and legal philosophy, he is best known for this work and General Theory of
Law and State. Also active as a teacher in Europe and the United States, he was Dean of the Law Faculty of
the University of Vienna and taught at the universities of Cologne and Prague, the Institute of International
Studies in Geneva, Harvard, Wellesley, the University of California at Berkeley, and the Naval War College.
Also available in cloth.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Pure Theory of Law is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Hyacinth Mills:

The reserve with title Pure Theory of Law has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot
of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book
on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Madeleine Bandy:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. Pure Theory of Law can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time
problems.

Patrice Lach:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Pure Theory of Law can give you a lot of close
friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you
to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Pure Theory of Law.
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