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It's a Tuesday morning in Brooklyn---a perfect September day. Wendy is heading to school, eager to make
plans with her best friend, worried about how she looks, mad at her mother for not letting her visit her father
in California, impatient with her little brother and with the almost too-loving concern of her jazz musician
stepfather. She's out the door to catch the bus. An hour later comes the news: A plane has crashed into the
World Trade Center---her mother's office building.

Through the eyes of thirteen-year-old Wendy, we gain entrance to the world rarely shown by those who
documented the events of that one terrible day: a family's slow and terrible realization that Wendy's mother
has died, and their struggle to go on with their lives in the face of such a crushing loss.

Absent for years, Wendy's real father shows up without warning. He takes her back with him to California,
where she re-invents her life: Wendy now lives more or less on her own in a one-room apartment with a TV
set and not much else. Wendy's new circle now includes her father's cactus-grower girlfriend, newly
reconnected with the son she gave up for adoption twenty years before; a sad and tender bookstore owner
who introduces her to the voice of Anne Frank and to his autistic son; and a homeless skateboarder, on a
mission to find his long-lost brother.

Over the winter and spring that follow, Wendy moves between the alternately painful and reassuring
memories of her mother and the revelations that come with growing to know her real father for the first time.
Pulled between her old life in Brooklyn and a new one 3,000 miles away, our heroine is faced with a world
where the usual rules no longer apply but eventually discovers a strength and capacity for compassion and
survival that she never knew she possessed.

At the core of the story is Wendy's deep connection with her little brother, back in New York, who is
grieving the loss of their mother without her. This is a story about the ties of siblings, about children who
lose their parents, parents who lose their children, and the unexpected ways they sometimes find one another
again. Set against the backdrop of global and personal tragedy, and written in a style alternately wry and
heartbreaking, The Usual Rules is an unexpectedly hopeful story of healing and forgiveness that will offer
readers, young and old alike, a picture of how, out of the rubble, a family rebuilds its life.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Albanese:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Usual Rules: A
Novel book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rex Pelkey:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is usually The Usual Rules: A Novel. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Kellie Stephens:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide The Usual Rules: A Novel was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Usual Rules: A Novel we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For
being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Usual Rules: A Novel. You can more inviting than now.
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