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More than a century after Guido Adler's appointment to the first chair in musicology at the University of
Vienna, Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of History provides a first look at the discipline in this earliest
period, and at the ideological dilemmas and methodological anxieties that characterized it upon its
institutionalization. Author Kevin Karnes contends that some of the most vital questions surrounding
musicology's disciplinary identities today-the relationship between musicology and criticism, the role of the
subject in analysis and the narration of history, and the responsibilities of the scholar to the listening public-
originate in these conflicted and largely forgotten beginnings.

Karnes lays bare the nature of music study in the late nineteenth century through insightful readings of long-
overlooked contributions by three of musicology's foremost pioneers-Adler, Eduard Hanslick, and Heinrich
Schenker. Shaped as much by the skeptical pronouncements of the likes of Nietzsche and Wagner as it was
by progressivist ideologies of scientific positivism, the new discipline comprised an array of oft-contested
and intensely personal visions of music study, its value, and its future. Karnes introduces readers to a
Hanslick who rejected the call of positivist scholarship and dedicated himself to penning an avowedly
subjective history of Viennese musical life. He argues that Schenker's analytical experiments had roots in a
Wagner-inspired search for a critical alternative to Adler's style-obsessed scholarship. And he illuminates
Adler's determined response to Nietzsche's warnings about the vitality of artistic and cultural life in an
increasingly scientific age. Through sophisticated and meticulous presentation, Music, Criticism, and the
Challenge of History demonstrates that the new discipline of musicology was inextricably tied in with the
cultural discourse of its time.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Schrader:

The book Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of History: Shaping Modern Musical Thought in Late
Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS Studies in Music) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Music, Criticism, and the
Challenge of History: Shaping Modern Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS Studies
in Music)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Music, Criticism, and
the Challenge of History: Shaping Modern Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS
Studies in Music) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Duenas:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of History: Shaping Modern
Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS Studies in Music) it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

Glenn Remaley:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of History: Shaping Modern Musical Thought
in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS Studies in Music) this book consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.



Marsha Young:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Music, Criticism, and the Challenge
of History: Shaping Modern Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS Studies in Music)
can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Music, Criticism, and the Challenge of History:
Shaping Modern Musical Thought in Late Nineteenth Century Vienna (AMS Studies in Music).
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