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The Essential Haiku brings together Robert Hass's beautifully fresh translations of the three great masters of
the Japanese haiku tradition: Matsuo Basho (1644-94), the ascetic and seeker, and the haiku poet most
familiar to English readers; Yosa Buson (1716-83), the artist, a painter renowned for his visually expressive
poetry; and Kobayashi Issa (1763-1827), the humanist, whose haiku are known for their poignant or ironic
wit. Each haiku master's section of the book is prefaced with an eloquent and informative introduction by
Robert Hass, followed by a selection of over 100 poems and then by other poetry or prose by the poet,
including journals and nature writing. Opening with Hass's superb introductory essay on haiku, the book
concludes with a section devoted to Basho's writings and conversations on poetry. The seventeen-syllable
haiku form is rooted in a Japanese tradition of close observation of nature, of making poetry from subtle
suggestion. Each haiku is a meditation, a centring, a crystalline moment of realisation. Reading them has a
way of bringing about calm and peace within the reader. The symbolism of the seasons and the Japanese
habit of mind blend together in these poems to create an alchemy of reflection that is unsurpassed in
literature. Infused by its great practitioners with the spirit of Zen Buddhism, the haiku served as an example
of the power of direct observation to the first generation of American modernist poets like Ezra Pound and
William Carlos Williams as well as an example of spontaneity and Zen alertness to the new poets of post-
war America and Britain. Universal in its appeal, Robert Hass's The Essential Haiku is the definitive
introduction to haiku and its greatest poets, and has been a bestseller in America for twenty years. 'I know
that for years I didn't see how deeply personal these poems were or, to say it another way, how much they
have the flavour - Basho might have said "the scent" - of particular human life, because I had been told and
wanted to believe that haiku were never subjective. I think it was D.H. Lawrence who said the soul can get to
heaven in one leap but that, if it does, it leaves a demon in its place. Better to sink down through the level of
these poems - their attention to the year, their ideas about it, the particular human consciousness the poems
reflect, Basho's profound loneliness and sense of suffering, Buson's evenness of temper, his love for the
materials of art and for the colour and shape of things, Issa's pathos and comedy and anger' - Robert Hass.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Williams:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book The Essential Haiku: Versions of Basho, Buson
and Issa seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The Essential Haiku: Versions of Basho, Buson and
Issa is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The
Essential Haiku: Versions of Basho, Buson and Issa. You never sense lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Alex Estepp:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Essential Haiku:
Versions of Basho, Buson and Issa is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Larry Dolin:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Essential Haiku:
Versions of Basho, Buson and Issa suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era.
The particular book untitled The Essential Haiku: Versions of Basho, Buson and Issais the one of several
books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world
within this book.

Patsy Cassella:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book The Essential Haiku: Versions of Basho, Buson and Issa was
filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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