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This book begins with a pointed critique of the foundations of the understanding of Western music: that
music from Pythagoras to the Renaissance has been viewed as the source and model of order in the universe
and in society. Unfortunately that order was rigidly hierarchical, so that over the centuries music reinforced
established social prejudices, particularly those against women. Nowhere was this more evident than in
religious music that was regarded by male ecclesiastics and scholars as the instrument of choice for taming
hysterical female eruptions.

Through her mordant commentary on a rich selection of texts by major thinkers from two millennia of
Christian theology, Heidi Epstein shows in the first part of Melting the Venusberg that music as the erotic
embodiment of human engenderment has been ignored or suppressed, while music as the expression of
transcendent harmony, order, and restraint has been extolled.

The second re-constructive part of Melting the Venusberg draws on ignored sources and lost tropes from the
Christian tradition as well as on insights from the music and thought of historical and contemporary woman
composers and performers from Hildegard of Bingen and Lucrezia Vizzana to Rosetta Tharpe and Diamanda
Galas. Through this recuperative synthesis, music's
theological significance changes keys, as it moves beyond its symbolic function as divinely ordained,
harmonious microcosm into more dissonant metaphorical registers. Those who have ears to hear will be
delighted.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stewart:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Melting the Venusberg: A
Feminist Theology of Music. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Dennis Simpson:

Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Melting the
Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial considering.

John Jones:

Beside this particular Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
read it from today!

David Baker:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Melting the Venusberg: A Feminist Theology of Music was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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