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As religious zeal and sectarian strife set the opening years of the new millennium ablaze, they ushered in the
latest chapter of a story that began centuries ago. From Bali to Beirut, we have inherited an idea that is as old
as religion itself: killing in the name of God. In this engrossing book, renowned historian Christopher
Catherwood vividly recounts a saga of passion, prejudice, and imperialism that laid the foundation for our
own troubled age. Beginning in the year 632, Muhammad-as much political leader and general as prophet-
commenced the breathtaking spread of Islam that, under his successors, eventually conquered an empire
larger than Rome's at its height. Even as this vast realm broke apart into Sunni and Shiite factions, the
Christian retaliation-ruthlessly and unscrupulously unleashed in 1095 with the First Crusade-sparked a clash
between East and West that continues to this day. The pattern would repeat itself again and again with the
Ottoman invasion of the Balkans, in which the same Islamic faith that had once been an institution for
tolerance in places like Spain became an instrument of expansion; the wars of the Reformation, when
Catholic and Protestant slaughtered each other in the name of the Prince of Peace; and the endless conflicts
of the modern Middle East, savagely fought over by three faiths that all worship the same God. As the author
re-examines these devastating struggles, he answers questions that are timeless, vital, and unsettling. Based
on exhaustive research and written with an unflinching, unbiased eye toward revealing the often painful
truth, Making War in the Name of God unveils humanity's ancient habit of sanctifying bloodshed-and
exposes a past that we forget at our peril. Christopher Catherwood teaches history at Cambridge University
in England and at the University of Richmond (Virginia). A fellow of the Royal Historical Society, he is the
author of several acclaimed books, in
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From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Making War In The Name Of God
book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Eric Fincher:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Making War In The Name Of God is
simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Martina Barton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and Making War In The Name Of God or even others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Making War In
The Name Of God to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Dolores Albert:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Making War In The Name Of God can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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