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We usually consider literary thinking to be peripheral and dispensable, an activity for specialists: poets,
prophets, lunatics, and babysitters. Certainly we do not think it is the basis of the mind. We think of stories
and parables from Aesop's Fables or The Thousand and One Nights, for example, as exotic tales set in
strange lands, with spectacular images, talking animals, and fantastic plots--wonderful entertainments, often
insightful, but well removed from logic and science, and entirely foreign to the world of everyday thought.
But Mark Turner argues that this common wisdom is wrong. The literary mind--the mind of stories and
parables--is not peripheral but basic to thought. Story is the central principle of our experience and
knowledge. Parable--the projection of story to give meaning to new encounters--is the indispensable tool of
everyday reason. Literary thought makes everyday thought possible. This book makes the revolutionary
claim that the basic issue for cognitive science is the nature of literary thinking.

In The Literary Mind, Turner ranges from the tools of modern linguistics, to the recent work of
neuroscientists such as Antonio Damasio and Gerald Edelman, to literary masterpieces by Homer, Dante,
Shakespeare, and Proust, as he explains how story and projection--and their powerful combination in
parable--are fundamental to everyday thought. In simple and traditional English, he reveals how we use
parable to understand space and time, to grasp what it means to be located in space and time, and to conceive
of ourselves, other selves, other lives, and other viewpoints. He explains the role of parable in reasoning, in
categorizing, and in solving problems. He develops a powerful model of conceptual construction and, in a
far-reaching final chapter, extends it to a new conception of the origin of language that contradicts proposals
by such thinkers as Noam Chomsky and Steven Pinker. Turner argues that story, projection, and parable
precede grammar, that language follows from these mental capacities as a consequence. Language, he
concludes, is the child of the literary mind.

Offering major revisions to our understanding of thought, conceptual activity, and the origin and nature of
language, The Literary Mind presents a unified theory of central problems in cognitive science, linguistics,
neuroscience, psychology, and philosophy. It gives new and unexpected answers to classic questions about
knowledge, creativity, understanding, reason, and invention.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

This book untitled The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Paul Delatorre:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language, you can tells
your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a book.

Noah Gardner:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Literary Mind:
The Origins of Thought and Language which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.

Cassandra Sanderson:

This The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Literary
Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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