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An elegant dissection of how youthful happiness is lost, by a memoirist of great style and insight.

"The happiness of childhood is existential, not psychological," writes Emily Fox Gordon. Are You Happy? is
an evocation of a peculiar and paradoxical kind of happiness-the happiness of an unhappy child. Gordon was
a fatty, an academic failure, a schoolyard pariah, a disappointment to her highly educated parents. And yet
her early life was, as she puts it, "a succession of moments of radiant apprehension." In a later age she might
have been medicated and counseled and ferried from one appointment to another. But growing up in the
college town of Williamstown, Massachusetts, in the fifties, she spent her days rambling through woods and
meadows, rattling around in the basements of college buildings and dropping in on student acquaintances via
the fire escapes of dormitories. She was free to be alone with her thoughts, to mumble observations and
descriptions as she cultivated the writer's lifelong habit of translating experience into words.

In the hands of this exceptional stylist and rigorous, elegant thinker, we understand how happiness can be
recaptured through telling the story of its loss. As Gordon grew older, she began to be aware of her charming
mother's long, slow withdrawal into alcoholic depression. This was a new kind of observation, made from
the outside. Having learned to assume this perspective, Gordon began to see happiness as something outside
herself, something she could appropriate from the world and make her own. In Are You Happy? Gordon
recounts how her childish view the world was lost, and of how that loss ended her childhood.

Depicted here is the evolution of a wise and perceptive child's self-awareness-and as such, it is an exemplar
of the examined life.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

The book untitled Are You Happy?: A Childhood Remembered is the publication that recommended to you
to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Are You Happy?: A Childhood Remembered from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Shawn Hodgin:

The publication with title Are You Happy?: A Childhood Remembered has lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Steven Bemis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Are You Happy?: A Childhood Remembered,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Sharon Garcia:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Are You Happy?: A Childhood Remembered this guide consist a lot of
the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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