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This pioneering book reevaluates the place of converts from Judaism in the narrative of Jewish history. Long
considered beyond the pale of Jewish historiography, converts played a central role in shaping both noxious
and positive images of Jews and Judaism for Christian readers. Focusing on German Jews who converted to
Christianity in the sixteenth through mid-eighteenth centuries, Elisheva Carlebach explores an extensive and
previously unexamined trove of their memoirs and other writings. These fascinating original sources
illuminate the Jewish communities that the converts left, the Christian society they entered, and the
unabating tensions between the two worlds in early modern German history.

The book begins with the medieval images of converts from Judaism and traces the hurdles to social
acceptance that they encountered in Germany through early modern times. Carlebach examines the converts’
complicated search for community, a quest that was to characterize much of Jewish modernity, and she
concludes with a consideration of the converts’ painful legacies to the Jewish experience in German lands.

“Carlebach’s reading of autobiographical texts by converts from Judaism is careful, intelligent, and
skeptical--a model of how to treat spiritual memoirs.”--Todd M. Endelman,
University of Michigan

“This superb book highlights the ambiguous identities of these boundary crossers and their impact on both
German and Jewish self-definitions.”--Paula E. Hyman, Yale University

Elisheva Carlebach is professor of history at Queens College and the Graduate Center, City University of
New York. She is the author of The Pursuit of Heresy: Rabbi Moses Hagiz and the Sabbatian Controversies,
winner of the National Jewish Book Award for Jewish History, and coeditor of Jewish History and Jewish
Memory.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

Here thing why this particular Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide
that similar with Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 in e-book can be your choice.

John Lopez:

The publication untitled Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in
Germany, 1500-1750 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Bradley Bishop:

This Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can
claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Adam Cuyler:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this era, many



ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 can make you experience more interested to
read.
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