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Islamic allegory is the product of a cohesive literary tradition to which few contributed as significantly as Ibn
Sina (Avicenna), the eleventh-century Muslim philosopher. Peter Heath here offers a detailed examination of
Avicenna's contribution, paying special attention to Avicenna's psychology and poetics and to the ways in
which they influenced strains of theological, mystical, and literary thought in subsequent Islamic—and
Western—intellectual and religious history.

Heath begins by showing how Avicenna's writings fit into the context and general history of Islamic allegory
and explores the interaction among allegory, allegoresis, and philosophy in Avicenna's thought. He then
provides a brief introduction to Avicenna as an historical figure. From there, he examines the ways in which
Avicenna's cosmological, psychological, and epistemological theories find parallel, if diverse, expression in
the disparate formats of philosophical and allegorical narration. Included in this book is an illustration of
Avicenna's allegorical practice. This takes the form of a translation of the Mi'raj Nama (The Book of the
Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven), a short treatise in Persian generally attributed to Avicenna.

The text concludes with an investigation of the literary dimension Avicenna's allegorical theory and practice
by examining his use of description metaphor. Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna is an original and
important work that breaks new ground by applying the techniques of modern literary criticism to the study
of Medieval Islamic philosophy. It will be of interest to scholars and students of medieval Islamic and
Western literature and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Curtis:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Allegory and Philosophy in
Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The
Middle Ages Series)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have different opinion?

Agnes Figueroa:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the
Book of the Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages Series) book is readable by simply
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet
Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So ,
do you nonetheless thinking Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the
Book of the Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages Series) is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Al Fraire:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you is Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet
Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages Series) this e-book consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Eric Green:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna



(Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages
Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the book
Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna (Ibn Sina): With a Translation of the Book of the Prophet
Muhammad's Ascent to Heaven (The Middle Ages Series) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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