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One hundred years after Austrian satirist Karl Kraus began writing his dramatic masterpiece, The Last Days
of Mankind remains as powerfully relevant as the day it was first published. Kraus’s play enacts the tragic
trajectory of the First World War, when mankind raced toward self-destruction by methods of modern
warfare while extolling the glory and ignoring the horror of an allegedly “defensive” war. This volume is the
first to present a complete English translation of Kraus’s towering work, filling a major gap in the
availability of Viennese literature from the era of the War to End All Wars.

Bertolt Brecht hailed The Last Days as the masterpiece of Viennese modernism. In the apocalyptic drama
Kraus constructs a textual collage, blending actual quotations from the Austrian army’s call to arms, people’s
responses, political speeches, newspaper editorials, and a range of other sources. Seasoning the drama with
comic invention and satirical verse, Kraus reveals how bungled diplomacy, greedy profiteers, Big Business
complicity, gullible newsreaders, and, above all, the sloganizing of the press brought down the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. In the dramatization of sensationalized news reports, inurement to atrocities, and
openness to war as remedy, today’s readers will hear the echo of the fateful voices Kraus recorded as his
homeland descended into self-destruction.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Bostic:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Last Days of Mankind:
The Complete Text (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Helen McCleary:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Last Days of Mankind: The Complete Text (The
Margellos World Republic of Letters) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Ina French:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Last Days of Mankind: The Complete Text (The Margellos World Republic of Letters).

Diane Wilson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
The Last Days of Mankind: The Complete Text (The Margellos World Republic of Letters).
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