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This book is about the roots of one of the conflicts in what is now a strategically important area of the world
– the Caucasus. It provides detailed analysis of the military, political and diplomatic struggle for Abkhazia
and Sochi in 1918-1921 between Russia and Georgia (temporarily Sovietised in 1921-91) and examines the
major processes that fuelled the ethnic hatred in the region. This region is one of those hot spots where polar
ideologies and economic interests of major powers collide, but which somehow gets neglected by politicians
and the media, leaving the small nations involved in the conflict at the mercy of their powerful and ambitious
neighbour – Russia. The recent Russian-sponsored ethnic cleansing in Abkhazia is a grim reminder of how
important it is to understand the volcanic forces that may explode the region, with dire consequences for the
whole world. This work concentrates only on one little-known episode of regional history – the dramatic
events that took place in 1918-21 in Abkhazia and the Black Sea Riviera (the Sochi district of the Black Sea
province). It demonstrates that the artificial "Abkhazian separatism" had been created and exploited by
outside forces (the Ottoman Empire, the Bolshevik Russia and the anti-Bolshevik Russian “White
movement”) that were interested in the acquisition of the territory of Abkhazia in order to gain control over
the whole South Caucasus. At the same time, despite their mutual bitterness, both Red and White Russian
leaders demonstrated a striking unanimity on the question of the status of Abkhazia and the Sochi district.
Both Reds and Whites sought to prevent the integration of the two disputed territories into Georgia. Both
parties worked hard with some elements of local population trying to exploit and develop their “anti-
Georgian” sentiments. The book draws parallels between the post-WorldWar I imperialist ambitions of
Russia (both communist and anticommunist) and the modern hegemonism of the Kremlin. Indeed, history
repeated itself again after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, when the South Caucasus once again
gained strategic importance. Today, it serves as a natural corridor, through which Western countries can
access the vital hydrocarbon resources of Central Asia, bypassing Russia. That is why the leadership of the
Russian Federation considers it crucially important to restore its political control over the recently
independent states of the South Caucasus, or alternatively, to destabilize them to the extent that the newly-
opened land bridge between Europe and Asia would not function. That could explain why not only
reactionary Russian top brass and secret services, but also well-known “democratic” RF politicians, stood
united against Georgia and her territorial integrity. Those combined efforts resulted in the wars and ethnic
cleansings of 1992-93 and 2008, the occupation of Abkhazia and the breach of Georgia’s territorial integrity.
However, the current situation in Abkhazia became possible not only due to the military superiority of the
Russian Federation, but to a large extent due to the fact that the history of Abkhazia and her legal and
cultural connections with the rest of Georgia remain unknown to the decision-makers, as well as to the
politically active public both in the West and in Russia. The paucity of publicly available objective
information on the Abkhazian situation opens up great opportunities for ideologically-loaded and sometimes
even instigative interpretations of this sensitive issue. In view of the above, this book also aims to provide a
concise description and analysis of the process of integration of Abkhazia, and, in part, of the Sochi district,
into the Georgian state in 1918-1921, listing the international treaties and inter-party agreements that provide
legal basis for the association of Abkhazia with Georgia. The book contains 18 full-color maps and over 20
photographs and other illustrations
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From reader reviews:

John Solorio:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Abkhazia and Sochi:
The Roots of the Conflict 1918-1921 book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Teresa Jones:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots of the Conflict 1918-1921, you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Joseph Curtis:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots of the Conflict 1918-1921 why because the
amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Katherine Velasquez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots of the
Conflict 1918-1921.
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