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Gregory the Great (bishop of Rome from 590 to 604) is one of the most significant figures in the history of
Christianity. His theological works framed medieval Christian attitudes toward mysticism, exegesis, and the
role of the saints in the life of the church. The scale of Gregory's administrative activity in both the ecclesial
and civic affairs of Rome also helped to make possible the formation of the medieval papacy. Gregory
disciplined malcontent clerics, negotiated with barbarian rulers, and oversaw the administration of massive
estates that employed thousands of workers. Scholars have often been perplexed by the two sides of
Gregory—the monkish theologian and the calculating administrator.

George E. Demacopoulos's study is the first to advance the argument that there is a clear connection between
the pontiff's thought and his actions. By exploring unique aspects of Gregory's ascetic theology, wherein the
summit of Christian perfection is viewed in terms of service to others, Demacopoulos argues that the very
aspects of Gregory's theology that made him distinctive were precisely the factors that structured his
responses to the practical crises of his day. With a comprehensive understanding of Christian history that
resists the customary bifurcation between Christian East and Christian West, Demacopoulos situates Gregory
within the broader movements of Christianity and the Roman world that characterize the shift from late
antiquity to the early Middle Ages. This fresh reading of Gregory's extensive theological and practical works
underscores the novelty and nuance of Gregory as thinker and bishop.

"Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of Rome has the potential to be the most important
intellectual biography of Pope Gregory I to appear since the publication in 1988 of Carole Straw's landmark
study, Gregory the Great: Perfection in Imperfection. Demacopoulos proposes a new interpretive paradigm
by insisting that the 'problem of the two Gregories' is not really a problem at all: Gregory's ascetic and
pastoral theology, he argues, informs and structures his administrative practices. This important insight will
have significant impact on future research." —Kristina Sessa, Ohio State University
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From reader reviews:

Rose Rowe:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of Rome it is extremely good
to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly
to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Michael Griffin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of Rome can be your answer
since it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Lydia Rogers:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Gregory the Great:
Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of Rome which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Carolyn Cook:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man
of Rome or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Gregory the Great: Ascetic, Pastor, and First Man of Rome to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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