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In the wake of modern genocide, we tend to think of violence against minorities as a sign of intolerance, or,
even worse, a prelude to extermination. Violence in the Middle Ages, however, functioned differently,
according to David Nirenberg. In this provocative book, he focuses on specific attacks against minorities in
fourteenth-century France and the Crown of Aragon (Aragon, Catalonia, and Valencia). He argues that these
attacks--ranging from massacres to verbal assaults against Jews, Muslims, lepers, and prostitutes--were often
perpetrated not by irrational masses laboring under inherited ideologies and prejudices, but by groups that
manipulated and reshaped the available discourses on minorities. Nirenberg shows that their use of violence
expressed complex beliefs about topics as diverse as divine history, kinship, sex, money, and disease, and
that their actions were frequently contested by competing groups within their own society.

Nirenberg's readings of archival and literary sources demonstrates how violence set the terms and limits of
coexistence for medieval minorities. The particular and contingent nature of this coexistence is underscored
by the book's juxtapositions--some systematic (for example, that of the Crown of Aragon with France, Jew
with Muslim, medieval with modern), and some suggestive (such as African ritual rebellion with Catalan
riots). Throughout, the book questions the applicability of dichotomies like tolerance versus intolerance to
the Middle Ages, and suggests the limitations of those analyses that look for the origins of modern European
persecutory violence in the medieval past.
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From reader reviews:

James Jackson:

Here thing why this particular Communities of Violence: Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Communities of Violence: Persecution of
Minorities in the Middle Ages giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no publication that similar with Communities of Violence: Persecution of Minorities in
the Middle Ages. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Communities of Violence: Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages in
e-book can be your substitute.

Thelma Burke:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Communities of Violence: Persecution of
Minorities in the Middle Ages as the daily resource information.

Wilbert Westerfield:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Communities of Violence:
Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Communities of Violence: Persecution of Minorities in the
Middle Ages become your personal starter.

Susan Gaier:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Communities of Violence: Persecution
of Minorities in the Middle Ages reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Communities of



Violence: Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages as good book not simply by the cover but also from
the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.
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