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One of the most pressing concerns of environmentalists and policy makersis the overexploitation of natural
resources. Efforts to regulate such resources are too often undermined by the people whose livelihoods
depend on their use. One of the great challenges for wildlife managers in the twenty-first century islearning
to create the conditions under which people will erect effective and workable rules to conserve those
resources.

James M. Acheson, author of the best-selling L obster Gangs of Maine (the seminal work on the culture and
economics of lobster fishing), here turns his attention to the management of the lobster industry. In this
illuminating new book, he shows that resource degradation is not inevitable. Indeed, the Maine lobster
fishery isone of the most successful fisheriesin the world. Catches have been stable since World War 11, and
record highs have been achieved since the late 1980s. According to Acheson, these high catches are due, in
part, to the ingtitutions generated by the lobster-fishing industry to control fishing practices. These rules are
effective.

Rational choice theory frames Acheson’ s down-to-earth study. Rational choice theorists believe that the
overexploitation of marine resources stems from their common-pool nature, which resultsin collective action
problems. In fisheries, what isrational for the individua fishermen can lead to disaster for the society. The
progressive Maine |obster industry, lobster fishermen, and local groups have solved a series of such
problems by creating three different sets of regulations: informal territorial rules; rulesto control the number
of traps; and formal conservation legislation. In recent years, the industry has successfully influenced new
regulations at the federal level and has developed a strong co-management system with the Maine
government. The process of developing these rules has been quite acrimonious; factions of fishermen have
disagreed over lobster rules designed to give commercial advantage to one group or another. Although
fishermen and scientists have come to share a conservation ethic, they often disagree over how to best
conserve the lobster and even the quality of science.

The importance of Capturing the Commons is twofold: it provides a case study of the management of one
highly successful fishery, which can serve as a management model for policy makers, politicians, and local
communities; and it adds to the body of theory concerning the conditions under which people will and will
not devise institutions to manage natural resources.
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Paolucci:

The book Capturing the Commons: Devising Institutions to Manage the Maine Lobster Industry make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Capturing the Commons: Devising Institutions to Manage the Maine Lobster
Industry to be your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about some or al subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like wide open and read
abook Capturing the Commons: Devising Institutions to Manage the Maine Lobster Industry. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Calvin Fischer:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for awhileisreading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case who
want to start reading a book, we give you that Capturing the Commons: Devising Institutions to Manage the
Maine Lobster Industry book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Simona Vea:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
al their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider 1ook for book, may be the publication untitled Capturing the Commons: Devising
Institutions to Manage the Maine Lobster Industry can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Jessica Duncan:

Beside that Capturing the Commons: Devising Institutions to Manage the Maine Lobster Industry in your
phone, it might give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older peoplelivein
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Capturing the Commons: Devising Institutions to Manage the
Maine Lobster Industry because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book



but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisinside your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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